
Federal Defender Services of Eastern Tennessee, Inc. and 
the National Litigation Support Team 

CJA Panel Attorney Hands-on Workshop – January 27, 28, 29, and 30, 2026 

January 27, 2026 – Greeneville, TN 
January 28, 2026 - Knoxville, TN 

January 29, 2026 - Chattanooga, TN 
January 30, 2026 - Knoxville, TN  

Free Technology CLE and hands-on training on  
Adobe Acrobat Pro, dtSearch, and Cellebrite Reader 

Drowning in discovery? Even “small” cases now generate overwhelming volumes of digital 
evidence where it can be challenging to find what may be relevant to your client’s case. This one-day 
workshop is designed with the CJA panel attorney in mind. Through hand-on instruction, you will learn 
practical techniques to efficiently organize, search, and review discovery – helping you find critical 
information without the constant fear of missing something important. This workshop will show you 
essential tools like Adobe Acrobat Pro for managing large PDF files, dtSearch for searching PDFs and 
non-PDF files, and Cellebrite Reader for navigating cell phone extraction reports. You will also learn 
time-saving Windows features you may not know exist. You will leave with immediately applicable skills 
that can transform how you handle discovery, guiding your work whether you are on your own if you 
have support staff. Either way, it will save you time in your cases going forward. 

Sponsored by the Federal Defender Services of Eastern Tennessee, Inc. and the National 
Litigation Support Team1, a national federal defender project that supports CJA panel attorneys and 
federal defender offices, this workshop provides hands-on personalized instruction for CJA panel 
practitioners. To give attendees direct help, seating will be limited to 15 people per day. NOTE: The 
litigation support software programs used in this workshop work on Windows operating systems (as 
opposed to Mac). If accepted, you must bring a laptop running Windows, or a Mac laptop running a 
virtualized copy of Windows.  The program has been approved for seven hours of CLE credit at $2 per hour - 
$14 total cost for the entire day. 

Below is the agenda for the day. 

1 Who is the NLST? https://www.fd.org/litigation-support/who-national-litigation-support-team 

https://www.fd.org/litigation-support/who-national-litigation-support-team
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Introduction, Computer Installation, Windows Explorer, and Adobe Acrobat Overview 
8:30 am – 9:30 am 
This session provides an overview of the day, an introduction to legal and technological considerations 
involved with electronic case management today, and a discussion of tools and strategies that can assist 
you in digital management of case materials. We will prepare the laptops with the software programs 
and case materials needed for the training. We will discuss useful shortcuts and new aspects of the 
Windows Explorer system. 
Hands-on Management of Electronically Scanned Paper Training with Adobe Acrobat Pro 
9:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Adobe Acrobat Pro is an excellent tool for managing electronically scanned paper and for taking and 
organizing electronic notes while reviewing discovery in PDF format. In the workshop participants will 
use their computers to do hands-on structured exercises using Acrobat Pro. Specific exercises will 
include converting paper and non-searchable PDF files into searchable PDF files, creating bookmarks and 
annotations, and understanding how basic objective coding of documents can significantly aid in the 
identification, retrieval, and organization of factual and legal information. 
 
Lunch 
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
 
Hands-on Cellebrite Reader 
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm 
Cellebrite is one of the leading forensic tools used by law enforcement to capture data from a cell 
phone. This session will teach you the basics of how to review and analyze mobile device evidence that 
has been processed in Cellebrite by the government or by an independent forensic examiner. Using a 
popular free tool (Cellebrite Reader) we will show you how to search, tag and generate reports in a 
hypothetical case. 
Hands-on Search and Retrieval Training with dtSearch 
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm   
Participants will take part in structured exercises to search and retrieve relevant case materials using 
both Adobe Acrobat Pro and dtSearch. Participants will build indices; develop a better understanding of 
different search forms; understand the legal implications involved with different search types; and 
contemplate the advantages of this type of software when organizing case materials and other work 
product, such as the creation of legal brief banks. The indices and the subsequent iterative searches help 
in the identification of discovery relevant to the legal issues in your client's case. 
Overview of CJA Panel Resources, Meet and Confers, and Concluding Remarks 
4:30 pm – 5:00 pm 
This session will summarize various legal and technological considerations involved with electronic case 
management, discuss strategies for meet and confers with the government when dealing with discovery, 
and provide an overview of CJA panel resources. 




